What to Do
With your
Rubbish?

For our foreign fellow citizens it is not
always easy to understand how the
Germans deal with their rubbish. In
addition, language problems make it
even more difficult, especially if nobody
is around to help. Therefore, the
Zweckverband A.R.T. (Purpose
Federation A.R.T.) has compiled the
following information for you.

In Germany everyone must sort and
prepare his rubbish for collection
according to the material it consists of.

It is not permitted to dispose of your
refuse by just dropping it without being
sorted into the rubbish bin outside your
house or leaving it near the entrance.
Neither is it permitted to dump it in the
countryside. This results in heavy fines.

Rubbish must be
separated into:

Glass for recycling
— O

Containers for the disposal of bottles
and glass jars for recycling are available
near your home. Please ensure that this
glass is separated according to colour
and dropped into the container marked
with the appropriate colour: green

(= Gringlas), white (= Weil3glas) and
brown (= Braunglas).

Packing material made of
metal, plastic or a
combination thereof
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With the exception of paper and
cardboard all other packaging waste
must be collected in the Yellow Bags.
Only empty packaging waste is allowed
to be placed in these bags. You will

certainly be able to obtain the Yellow
Bags from your landlord or the building
management. The full Yellow Bags are
collected once a month, and the "Blue
Bins" are emptied on the same day. A
notice from your landlord or the building
management will inform you of the
collection times.

Paper, cardboard and cartons are
collected in bins, which you can find
near your house. You recognise the
bins by their blue lids. The "Blue Bins"
are emptied once a month. Important:
fold up the cartons before throwing
them in, otherwise the containers will
soon be full.



Non-Recyclable Waste

Non-Recyclable Waste includes such
things as diapers, paper tissues,
household cloths, porcelain, dishes and
(small) toys such as footballs. In the
absence of a garden other organic
material such as potato peelings, salad
and vegetable rests, coffee grounds and
filters, tea bags and the like, belong in
the black plastic bins or the big silver
metal containers.

Bulky Waste and Electrical
Appliances

Bulky waste (such as bed frames,
mattresses, suitcases, cupboards,
bigger toys such as rideable children’s
tractors), big or small electrical or
electronic appliances (such as irons,
computers, televisions, hair dryers,
fridges, telephones and washing
machines) and metal parts (such as

bicycles) will be picked up free of
charge, provided that you make an
appointment by calling the Rubbish
Telephone (0651-9491414). Your
landlord or the building management
will probably arrange this for you. The
building management may have a place
where you can store the rubbish
temporarily.

Curtain rods, skirting boards, fitted
carpets, doors — in other words
everything which belongs to a building’s
standard equipment and which is thus
known as construction waste cannot be
disposed of as Non-Recyclable Waste.
Please contact your landlord or the
building management. They can
arrange a special collection service with
us and will tell you the date of the
collection.

Problem Waste

Some waste materials, due to their
effects on human beings and the
environment, are very problematic.
Some examples are: rechargeable and
non-rechargeable batteries, used oil (we

have to charge 0.35 cents per litre), car
batteries (maximum of 3), energy saving
light bulbs, paints and lacquers,
antifreeze liquid, nail varnish remover
and fluorescent tubes.

You can get rid of this kind of waste free
of charge by delivering it to our depot in
Trier at 13/14 Lowenbriickenstrasse
every Thursday from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
We do, however, have to charge a small
fee for the disposal of used oil.
Moreover there are 32 more places in
Trier, and 6 in the administrative district
(Landkreis) Trier-Saarburg where our
problem waste vehicle (Promufa) is at
your disposal. Times and places for the
pick-ups are published in the yearly
“Abfall-Fibel”, (Rubbish Booklet), which
we distribute to all households.

Tip:

In case you have any further queries,
please take this leaflet along to your
landlord or your building manager. They
have the German version. All you have
to do is to point at the part of the text for
which you need help.



